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Introduction 

In the late Fall of 2018, the Parking Authority of Baltimore City (PABC) received a request from 

Councilman Eric /ƻǎǘŜƭƭƻΩǎ office (District 11), ƛƴ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wƛŘƎŜƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ 

neighborhood, to conduct a parking study όά{ǘǳŘȅέύ in the neighborhood (see Appendix 1). 

wƛŘƎŜƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ, which has some urban village characteristics like being medium density, 

mixed-use, and readily distinguishable, is located among several major parking generators, 

Oriole Park at Camden Yards, the University of Maryland Medical Center, the University of 

Maryland Baltimore and Downtown offices and businesses.  It also has regulated on-street 

parking through Residential Permit Parking (RPP) Area 5 ς wƛŘƎŜƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ. The tight urban 

fabric of this community; which features narrow frontage rowhouses, a number of one-way 

streets with parking on one side of the street, and limited alley access often precluding 

vehicular access, makes this a unique opportunity to consider the parking environment ς ƛǘΩǎ 

supply and demand; the current appropriateness of the parking regulations; and possible 

options, solutions, and tools.  

The need for this baseline parking study was further hastened by the soon-to-be initiated 

Virtual Permit Parking (VPP) pilot program in the neighborhood. This program will provide an 

additional parking management tool in this high demand, low supply on-street parking 

environment. With these conditions, the PABC identified this parking study request as 

compelling and urgent and agreed to study the RidgeƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ environment in the 

Winter and Spring of 2019.   

 

 

Scope 

The scope ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛŘƎŜƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ {ǘǳŘȅ was established to cover the area bounded by: 

¶ West Pratt Street to the north  

¶ Conway Street Park to the south  

¶ South Greene Street and Russell Street to the east  

¶ South Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard to the west  
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Elements 
The following queries were covered in the Study in order to describe and understand the 

wƛŘƎŜƭȅΩ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ parking environment:   

1) Total number of RPP restricted spaces; 
 

2) Total number of reserved handicapped spaces; 
 

3) Total number of metered spaces; 
 

4) Total number of unrestricted spaces; 
 

5) Number of RPP decals issued, on average over the past three years; 
 

6) Number of current, active RPP decals; 
 

7) Number of RPP visitor permits issued, on average over the past three years; 
 

8) Number of current, active RPP visitor permits; 
 

9) Number of available on-street spaces at different times of day on different days of 
the week;  

 

10) Number of RPP spaces utilized during different times of day on different days of the 
week; 

 

11) Number of non-RPP vehicles in RPP marked areas during different times and days 
per week; 
 

12)  Number of non-RPP vehicles in RPP marked areas parked beyond RPP restriction 
duration limits; and 
 
13) Number of non-RPP vehicles in RPP marked areas parked beyond RPP restriction 
duration limits that were cited. 

From the answers to these queries, a baseline of parking data has been collected to better 

understand the parking circumǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ wƛŘƎŜƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ 

recommendations.   
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Ridgely's Delight Existing Conditions 
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RPP Restricted Spaces  

The Baltimore City RPP Program includes 48 designated RPP areas, each designated with its 

own specific number or letter. Parking in each of these areas is restricted to some degree to 

provide preferential parking privileges, chiefly, to those residents and their guests who display 

valid Residential Parking Permits and Visitors Passes on their automobiles. 

 The values and goals of the RPP Program are identified on the authorizing ordinance from City 

code as follows: 

¶ To reduce hazardous traffic conditions resulting from the use of streets within these 
areas by nonresidents; 
 

¶ To protect these areas from polluted air and thereby assist in attaining 
national ambient air quality standards as required by the Federal Clean Air 
Act; 
 

¶ To protect these areas from excessive noise, trash and refuse caused by the 
entry of nonresident vehicles; 

 
¶ To protect the residents of these areas from unreasonable burdens in gaining 

access to their residences; 
 

¶ To preserve the residential character of those areas; 
 

¶ To preserve the value of the property in those areas; 
 

¶ To preserve the safety of children and other pedestrians; and 
 

¶ The peace, good order, comfort, convenience, and welfare of the inhabitants of the 
City. 

There are 451 Residential Permit Parking (RPP) spaces within the RidgelȅΩǎ 5Ŝƭight Parking Study 

area.  

The vast majority of the block faces within the Study area that have on-street parking spaces 

have RPP Area 5 ς RidgeƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ parking restrictions. The parking restrictions that are posted 

and enforced in Area 5 are:  

¶ άн Ih¦w PARKING LIMIT IN AREA #5 / 7AM-12MIDNIGHT / AREA #5 PERMIT HOLDERS 

9·/9t¢95έ 

¶ άbh¢L/9 κ {¢!5L¦a 9±9b¢ w9{¢wL/¢95 t!wYLbD κ bh t!wYLbD Lb !w9! Ір мta-

мнaL5bLDI¢ κ !w9! Ір t9waL¢ Ih[59w{ 9·/9t¢95 κ ¢h² !²!¸ ½hb9έ  
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Reserved Handicapped Spaces  

There is one residential reserved disabled parking space within the Study area. It is located on 

the south side of the 700 block of Portland Street.  

The Residential Reserved Disabled Parking program provides qualifying residents the 

accommodation of better accessibility to the communities in which they live. Residents with 

permanent, mobility restricting disabilities can inquire about their eligibility. In order to qualify 

residents must get supporting signatures from at least six nearby property owners, with an 

ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀōǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛƴ wƛŘƎŜƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

the neighborhood is made up of narrow rowhomes. Residents who participate in the program 

must submit a renewal application with proper documentation on an annual basis or their signs 

will be removed. Violators who park in the designated spaces without a permit are subject to a 

$500 fine.  

 

Metered Spaces  

There are 23 metered parking spaces within the Study area. The metered spaces are located on 

the following block faces:  

¶ West side of 200 Emory Street (8 spaces)  

o $2.00 per hour, 4-hour maximum stay, 8 a.m. ς 6 p.m. Monday ς Saturday  

¶ West side of 200 Penn Street (5 spaces)  

o $2.00 per hour, 4-hour maximum stay, 8 a.m. ς 6 p.m. Monday ς Friday  

¶ North side of 600 Portland Street (10 spaces)  

o $2.00 per hour, 4-hour maximum stay, 8 a.m. ς 6 p.m. Monday ς Saturday  

Parking meters regulate on-street parking spaces for the benefit of customers and visitors of 

commercial, institutional, and mixed-use buildings. Meters create parking availability, 

encourage parking turnover, and can be adjusted to fit the needs of each block face. 

 

Unrestricted Spaces  

There are 15 unrestricted parking spaces within the Study area. The unrestricted spaces are 

located on the following block faces:  

¶ West side of 300 Emory Street (2 spaces)  

¶ South side of 600 Portland Street (6 spaces)  

¶ East side of 500 Warner Street (6 spaces)  

¶ South side of 600 Washington Boulevard (1 space)  
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These unrestricted spaces are a parking resource for residents with an RPP permit, residents 

without an RPP permit, visitors, and customers of neighborhood businesses.  

 

RPP Decals Issued Over Time 

Over the past three years, 608 resident decals and 426 visitor decals were issued based on an 

annual average.  The reviewed numbers below cover a year extending from May to June of the 

following year. In addition to permits being issued some were canceled. This cancelation factor 

is reflected in the current permits issued in the next section.   

 

Average Number of Resident and Visitor 
RPP Decals Issued Per Year 
  Resident  Visitor 

2016-2017 609 424 

2017-2018 628 431 

2018-2019 587 422 

Average  608 426 

 

Current, Active RPP Decals 

wƛŘƎŜƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ is comprised of 486 RPP eligible dwelling units. Of those units, approximately 

60% of units have 0 or 1 resident permits and around 80% of units have a visitor permit. As of 

May 2019, the total number of resident permits issued is 552, and the total number of visitor 

permits is 391. As mentioned earlier, the total number of RPP restricted spaces in the 

neighborhood is 451, so the resident permits alone exceed the parking supply by 101.  

It should be noted that a permit does not guarantee an on-street parking space. However, it 

provides a preference and opportunity for residents to be able to park in the neighborhood. 

Like other RPP areas in Baltimore, it is highly unlikely all the permits would be in use at the 

same time. Furthermore, it would not be possible in wƛŘƎŜƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ due to the limited supply 

of parking. Because of the temporary and fluctuating nature of parking demand, high RPP 

participation would not automatically necessitate or even suggest stricter parking regulations in 

and of itself. The number of permits issued ƛƴ wƛŘƎŜƭȅΩǎ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘ is comparable to other parts of 

South Baltimore. 
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RPP Permit Quantity  Number of Dwelling Units 
Issued Resident Permits*  

Number of Dwelling Units 
Issued Visitor Permits* 

No permits issued 144 97 

1 permit issued 187 391 

2 permits issued 112 0 

3 permits issued 31 0 

4 permits issued 12 0 

Total Number of Permits 
Issued and Still Active 

552 391 

*No more than 4 resident permits and 1 visitor permit can be issued per eligible dwelling. 

 

Available On-Street Spaces  

This Study indicates there is parking availability throughout the neighborhood at all times; 

however, the available on-street spaces are not always directly next to the ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎ 

that need parking. The availability is lowest at night and in the early morning (9 p.m. - 6 a.m.) 

and during Stadium Events. However, there is more availability during the weekdays and 

weekends. 

This is a common pattern in residential areas throughout Baltimore. In fact, during those time 

periods of lower demand, parking availability is present on 61% to 81% of block faces. Parking 

availability is greatest from Washington Boulevard southward in the neighborhood. Still, there 

was always parking availability north of Washington Boulevard, but on fewer block faces. 

Overall 62% of the block face time periods show parking availability. The following matrices 

highlight when and where parking is available throughout the neighborhood. 
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Parking Availability Matrices 

 

*When άunavailableέ is bold/italicized there would have been parking spaces available if the 

non-RPP vehicles on that block face at the time were removed. In other words, those time 

ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ά!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜέκƎǊŜŜƴ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-RPP vehicles.  

  

Weekday
Block SideStreet 12 am - 3 am 3am - 6 am 6am - 9 am 9 am - 12 pm 12 pm - 3 pm3 pm - 6 pm6 pm - 9 pm 9 pm - 12 am

600 NS Dover Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Available Unavailable Available Unavailable Unavailable

200 WS Emory Available Available Available Available Available Available Unavailable Unavailable

300 ES Emory Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Unavailable Unavailable

300 WS Emory Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Available Unavailable

600 SS Melvin Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

200 ES Penn Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

200 WS Penn Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Unavailable Available Available Unavailable

300 ES Penn Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

300 WS Penn Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

400 ES Penn Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Available Unavailable

400 WS Penn Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Unavailable Unavailable

600 NS Portland Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Unavailable Available Available Available

600 SS Portland Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Unavailable Unavailable

700 NS Portland Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

700 SS Portland Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

200 ES S. Fremont Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Available Unavailable Available Available

200 WS S. Fremont Available Available Available Available Available Available Unavailable Unavailable

300 ES S. Fremont Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Available Available

300 WS S. Fremont Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Unavailable Available Available Available

500 ES S. Fremont Available Available Available Available Available Unavailable Available Available

500 WS S. Fremont Available Available Available Available Available Available Available Unavailable

600 ES S. Fremont Available Available Available Available Available Available Available Available

600 WS S. Fremont Available Available Available Available Available Available Available Available

500 NS S. Paca Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Available Available

500 SS S. Paca Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Unavailable

600 NS S. Paca Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Available Available

600 SS S. Paca Available Available Available Available Available Available Available Available

600 NS W. Conway Available Unavailable Available Available Available Available Available Available

600 SS W. Conway Available Available Available Available Available Available Available Available

500 ES Warner Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

500 WS Warner Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Available Unavailable

600 ES Warner Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Available Available

600 WS Warner Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Available Unavailable

600 NS Washington Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Unavailable Unavailable

600 SS Washington Unavailable Unavailable Available Available Available Available Available Unavailable

Burgundy Lot Available Available Available Available Available Available Available Available

10 9 27 29 25 26 22 14

26 27 9 7 11 10 14 22

28% 25% 75% 81% 69% 72% 61% 39%

Where the word "unavailable" is bold, the removal of Non-RPP vehicles would create parking

Total Available Block Faces per  

Time Period

Total Unavailable Block Faces 

per Time Period

Percentage of Block Faces with 

Availability by Time Period
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ϝ²ƘŜƴ άunavailableέ ƛǎ ōƻƭŘκƛǘŀƭƛŎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇŀǊƪƛng spaces available if the 

non-RPP vehicles on that block face at the time were removed. In other words, those time 

ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ά!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜέκƎǊŜŜƴ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-RPP vehicles.  

Block SideStreet 10 am - 12 pm12 pm - 3 pm3pm - 6 pm 6pm - 8 pm

600NS Dover Available Unavailable Available Available

200WS Emory Available Available Available Available

300ES Emory Unavailable Available Unavailable Available

300WS Emory Available Available Available Available

600SS Melvin Available Available Available Available

200ES Penn Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

200WS Penn Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

300ES Penn Available Available Available Available

300WS Penn Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

400ES Penn Available Available Available Available

400WS Penn Available Available Available Available

600NS Portland Available Available Available Available

600SS Portland Available Available Available Available

700NS Portland Unavailable Unavailable Available Available

700SS Portland Available Available Available Available

200ES S. Fremont Available Available Unavailable Available

200WS S. Fremont Available Available Available Available

300ES S. Fremont Unavailable Available Available Available

300WS S. Fremont Unavailable Available Available Unavailable

500ES S. Fremont Available Available Available Unavailable

500WS S. Fremont Available Available Available Available

600ES S. Fremont Available Available Available Available

600WS S. Fremont Available Available Available Available

500NS S. Paca Available Available Available Unavailable

500SS S. Paca Available Available Available Unavailable

600NS S. Paca Available Available Available Available

600SS S. Paca Available Available Available Available

600NS W. Conway Available Available Unavailable Available

600SS W. Conway Available Available Available Available

500ES Warner Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable Unavailable

500WS Warner Unavailable Available Available Unavailable

600ES Warner Available Available Available Available

600WS Warner Available Available Available Available

600NS Washington Available Available Available Available

600SS Washington Available Available Available Available

Burgundy Lot Available Available Available Available

27 30 29 27

9 6 7 9

75% 83% 81% 75%

Total Available Block Faces per 

Time Period

Total Unavailable Block Faces 

per Time Period

Percentage of Block Faces with 

Availability by Time Period

Where the word "unavailable" is bold, the removal of Non-RPP vehicles would create parking

Weekend
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*When άunavailableέ is bold/italicized there would have been parking spaces available if the 

non-RPP vehicles on that block face at the time were removed. In other words, those time 

ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ά!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜέκƎǊŜŜƴ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴ-RPP vehicles.  

Block Side Street 6pm - 9 pm 9pm- 11 pm

600NS Dover Unavailable Unavailable

200WS Emory Available Available

300ES Emory Unavailable Unavailable

300WS Emory Available Available

600SS Melvin Unavailable Unavailable

200ES Penn Unavailable Unavailable

200WS Penn Available Unavailable

300ES Penn Unavailable Unavailable

300WS Penn Unavailable Unavailable

400ES Penn Unavailable Unavailable

400WS Penn Unavailable Unavailable

600NS Portland Unavailable Available

600SS Portland Unavailable Unavailable

700NS Portland Unavailable Unavailable

700SS Portland Unavailable Unavailable

200ES S. Fremont Unavailable Unavailable

200WS S. Fremont Available Unavailable

300ES S. Fremont Available Unavailable

300WS S. Fremont Available Unavailable

500ES S. Fremont Available Available

500WS S. Fremont Available Available

600ES S. Fremont Available Available

600WS S. Fremont Available Available

500NS S. Paca Available Unavailable

500SS S. Paca Unavailable Unavailable

600NS S. Paca Available Available

600SS S. Paca Available Available

600NS W. Conway Available Available

600SS W. Conway Available Available

500ES Warner Available Available

500WS Warner Unavailable Unavailable

600ES Warner Available Available

600WS Warner Available Available

600NS Washington Available Unavailable

600SS Washington Available Unavailable

Burgundy Lot Available Available

21 15

15 21

58% 42%

Stadium Event

Total Available Block Faces per 

Time Period

Total Unavailable Block Faces per 

Time Period

Percentage of Block Faces with 

Availability by Time Period
Where the word "unavailable" is bold, the removal of Non-RPP 

vehicles would create parking.
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Parking Availability Maps 

The following maps identify the location and extent of parking availability throughout the Study area.  The days and time periods 

match the parking availability matrices.   

Weekday (12 AM Midnight to 6 AM) 

 


